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Hot topics

- New boating course is
being written (see
article on this page)

- New seminars avail-
able (see article on
this page)

- Change of Watch
brings new leadership
to some EdDept
committees (see

page 2)

- Attention DEOs &
SEOs—Chapman
Package to be sent
soon (see notes on
page 4)
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USPS University—New Boating Course

The development of the next
generation of the public
boating course (2008 edi-
tion) will be completed dur-
ing the next few months.
The new course will be titled
America’s Boating Course —
3" Edition”

The current ABC courseware
and the Squadron Boating
Course will be merged so
there will be only one USPS
public course. This one ver-
sion will be used both for
classroom courses and for
home-study.

This strategic direction was
chosen to:
provide one unified
course to the public
reduce costs
facilitate inventory
management
implement the termina-
tion of the USPS —

USCG Auxiliary ABC

partnership; and,
simplify the NAS-
BLA approval proc-
ess.

The new course will have
one student manual that may
be taught in either an 8-hour
or a 12-hour format or used
for home-study in the states
permitting. Part | of the
manual has four chapters
covering the NASBLA re-
quired material (8-hr format)
and Part Il has one addi-
tional chapter (4 additional
hours) on compasses, posi-
tioning and dead reckoning.

The graphics are stunning
and video clips are included
to demonstrate key safety
topics. A single Instructor’s
Manual, a new exam, and
other required materials will

also be available at that time.

Availability of the new
course is targeted for mid-
2008, when the current
Squadron Boating Course
inventories are exhausted.

A parallel effort is underway
to significantly upgrade the
existing Internet ABC
courseware and the home-
study disc with new material
and align it with the new
boating course manual.

The home-study kit will in-
clude the same student text
as the classroom course but
only Part | will be covered in
the home-study course. The
student will receive Part Il
but it will not be addressed
via home-study. The student
will be encouraged to attend
a live class if they want to
learn Part Il.

USPS University—New Seminars

PaddleSmart™

According to the National
Marine Manufacturers
Association, paddle boating
is the fastest growing
segment of the boating
market. Kayaks and canoes
accounted for 54% of new

boats sold in the US in
2006—over 493,000 boats!

Kayaks, canoes and row-
boats provide an enjoyable,
low-cost opportunity to get
close to nature, have a great
time, and get some exercise.

Many of our members have
a paddle boat, often as a
secondary craft launched
from their primary boat. To
serve them, USPS recently
designed the new two-hour
PaddleSmart seminar.

(Continued on page 3)
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The 2008 Educational Department

The National Educational Department officers who will be serving you this year are listed below. For contact
information, go to their committee’ s page on the USPS web site, or ook on the last page of THE ENSIGN®.

National Educational Officer
V/C Richard E. Kyle, SN
Saybrook, D/1

Asst. National Educational Officer
R/C Robert J. Sweet, SN
Buzzards Bay, D/14

Special Asst. tothe NEO
P/R/C S. Patricia Governale, SN

Aidetothe NEO
P/C M. Ellen Barbour, SN

Special Asst. tothe NEO
P/Stf/C Stanley E. Warner, SN

Somerset, D/4 New London, D/1 Singing River, D/15
Committee Chairs and Assistant Chairs
Basic Public Education
R/C Eugene E. Molteni, SN
Bayside, D/3

Boat Handling Offshore Navigation
R/C Wilbur G. Hugli, JN Stf/C John A. Sherrick, JN R/C Kenneth Beckman, SN

Ft. Walton Sail & Power, D/15 Spokane, D/16 St. Petersburg, D/22

Stf/C Pablo Prieto, SN

Stf/C Lawrence A. Rathbun, AP Sandusky, D/29 Stf/C Merrill F. Sproul, SN

Mobile Sail & Power, D/15
Stf/C John C. Bennett, SN
Grosse Point, D/9

Electro-Mechanical Systems
R/C Gene A. Danko, SN
Rockville, D/5

Stf/C Harl Porter, JN
Charleston, D/26
Stf/C Brian P. Schanning, JN
Marblehead, D/18

Inland & Coastal Navigation
R/C Kenneth L. Griffing, SN
Arrowhead, D/13

Stf/C Luther Abel, SN
Santa Clara, D/25
Stf/C James E. Méllo, AP
Nobscot, D/12

Seneca, D/6
Stf/C Charles A. Perkins, SN
Attleboro Sail & Power, D/14

Publications Support
R/C Richard C. Pfenniger, SN
Hollywood, D/8

Stf/C Peter A. Nielsen, SN
Housatonic River, D/2
Stf/C Angelo V. Giovanniello, SN
Great South Bay, D/3

M arine Environment
R/C Robert E. Brandenstein, SN
Pittsburgh, D/7

Stf/C Garry S. Schroeder, SN
Mansfield, D/7

Instructor Development
R/C J. Christopher Brown, SN
Bellevue, D/16

Stf/C Robert Landeros, SN
Kaamazoo, D/9
Stf/C Ann Scotten, SN
Peace River, D/22
Stf/C Ledie W. Williams, Jr., JN
Saybrook, D/1

Curriculum Development
and Coordination
R/C John (Jack) Fletcher, SN
Lockport, D/6

Stf/C H. James Gorman, Jr., JN
Bare Cove, D/12
Stf/C R. Herman Green, AP
Chattanooga, D/17

Ed Department Oper ations
R/C Nancy Reeder. SN
St. Petersburg Sail & Power, D/22

Stf/C Thomas J. Brincka, SN
Barnegat Bay Sail & Power, D/4
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New Seminars —Cont.
(Continued from page 1) sequences showing boarding, re seminar, it is helpful.

ThePaddleSmarseminar was sequences are fun to present and to Other New Seminars
written by a team of experts, but you discuss. Extensive instructor notes _ _ _
do not have to be a paddling expert taare included in the seminar material, Hurricanes and Boatsan introduction

present it.

PaddleSmarts available now and material well.
will be offered at the Dallas Annual

Meeting. The target audience is new Seminar topics include: Three other seminars will also be
paddlers, or those about to purchase a- paddle craft terminology (kayak
paddle craft. Two student kit versions and canoe terms)

are available: one for kayaks and one - selecting a paddle craft

for canoes. ggﬁ?psrii% and optional including a methodology for
There is no ofthe-water instruction . basic paddling strokes selecting anchoring equipment.
provided; that is left to organizations . river boating and safety - Knots, Bends & Hitchegovers
such as the American Canoe considerations basic boating knots. A separate

Association, local clubs, and others.
PaddleSmarwill be required for the  Additional topics covered include:

Paddle Craft endorsement hypothermia, navigation i

under Boat Operator rules, charts, medical use of Radar by recreational

Certification. emergencies, weather tips, boaters; it includes an excellent
o electronics for paddle book by Kevin Monahan.

;g;rz)e(mggl;nglougﬁjes that gs;té:nd environmental Take the initiative to offer these and th

can be presented in 90 other USPS seminars in your squadror

minutes. The remaining 30 Although completing the  and to normembers in your area.

minutes should be reserved seminar in Dallas orata  Offering seminars is easy and provideg

for questions and d|§0u55|on. dlstrl_ct meeting is not public relations and revenue

There are several slide required to teach this

boarding, and rescue techniques. The

giving nonrpaddling instructors the  to the hazards hurricanes pose to
knowledge needed to presentthe  recreational boats and suggestions for
reducing damage, is available now.

available soon.
Anchoring covers anchoring
procedures and equipment,

Knot Board will also be
available soon.
Marine Radarcovers effective

opportunities for your squadron
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Status of Existing Boating Courses




